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A STUDY ON REASONS OF ERRORS OF OLD SURVEY MAPS
IN CADASTRAL SYSTEM

Norihiko YANASE

This paper explicates sources on survey map errors which were made in 19" century. The present cadastral system
stands on registers and survey maps which were compiled to change the land taxation system in the Meiji era.

Many Japanese may recognize the reasons why poor survey technique by farmers, too long measure to avoid heavy
tax, careless official check and other deception made such errors of acreage from several to more than ten percent of area
in survey maps. The author would like to maintain that such errors, called nawa-nobi, were lawful in accordance with
the then survey regulation because of results to analyze old survey regulations, history of making maps and studies of
cadastral system. In addition to, a kind of survey maps’ errors should be pointed out a reason why the easy subdivision
system which could approve without real survey and disposal of state property with inadequate survey.



